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Stephen W. Hefner, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

Mary 18, 2017 

Ms. Kim Murphy 
154 Old Laurel Lane 
Chapin, South Carolina 29036 

Dear Ms. Murphy: 

district five 
OF LEXINGTON & RICHLAND COUNTIES 

This letter is written as a follow-up to questions you asked during the "Public Participation" portion of 
the May 8, 2017 meeting of the Trustees of School District 5 of Lexington and Richland Counties. 

You asked " .. .I'm questioning when these votes occurred?" (It is my understanding that you were 
referencing the option agreements the District has on property on Amicks Ferry Road.) 
Answer: There was no vote. The Option agreement has not been ratified and until due 

diligence is completed and the administration makes a determination as to whether or not to 
recommend that the board proceed to purchase the property pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §59-
19-180 there will not be a vote. 

You asked "Does the CFO have the authority to sign on behalf of the school district?" 
Answer: Yes. 

You asked "If you're saying he has the authority, why is that?" 
Answer: Section 510.1 of the District's procurement code gives the Superintendent "all rights, 
powers, duties, and authority relating to the procurement of supplies, construction, 
information technology and services for the District, and to the management, control, 
warehousing, sale and disposal of supplies, construction, information technology, and 
services for the District." Section 840.2 of the District's procurement code gives the 
Superintendent permission to delegate his/her authority to any designee and the Chief 
Procurement Officer may delegate his/her authority to any designee. 

Moreover, and most importantly, the District Procurement Code makes CFO Len Richardson 
the District's Chief Procurement Officer because he is the "Chief Business Officer." As Chief 
Procurement Officer he has "primary management responsibility for procurement by the 
District." This primary management responsibility affords him the authority to execute a 
contract on behalf of the District. 

Respectfully yours, 

( 

Stephen . Hefner, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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